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INDIANA ROTARY CLus COMBINE EFFORTS 1O COMPLETE WATER PROJECT IN EL SALVADOR

Six Indiana clubs rally behind CoCoDA’s campaign to bring clean water to homes in Aguacayo

By Ivdn J. M. Villasboa
CoCoDA Staff

fter almost 25 years, the community

of Aguacayo again can enjoy one of
those things most of us take for granted:
RUNNING POTABLE WATER AT HOME.

We feel not only proud that we were
able to complete the Aguacayo Water
Project but also in the way it was accom-
plished -- by a true collaboration of many
people and institutions both in El Salvador
and the U.S. (see inset, p. 2).

This project took some time to get
started, but once it did with the first
$20,000 awarded by the Presbyterian
Committee on the Self-Development of
People and our first Rotary meeting in
Greencastle, Indiana, things began to fall
into place to take us to where we were
this past July 16th, 2005: In Aguacayo
inaugurating their community water sys-
tem!

The project benefits 50 families
which all have running potable water in
their homes. The faucets are placed in
their “pilas” (sink-like tanks where people
hold the water for cooking, washing,
bathing, etc.). Before now they had to
walk a mile or so straight down to a
ravine. Those who have walked this trail
know how hard, tiring and dangerous a
trip it was. And mainly women and chil-
dren had to do this every day. Not any-
more.

Behind this success is the hard work
and organization of the community. Since
the repopulation in the mid 80’s (the peo-
ple in this region were forced to flee mili-
tary attacks during the war, but came
back and repopulated in defiance of the
military threat), water was their primary
concern and number one priority for the
Directiva (Community Board). Their
efforts, determination and patience have

finally paid off. All
the families in the
community did their
part contributing all
the non-skilled labor
for the project. The
hard terrain and the
high temperatures
made their effort and
work all the more
valuable.

The Committee
for Reconstruction
and Socioeconomic
Development of Com-
munities in Suchitoto
(CRC) was the liai-
son between the com-
munity and CoCoDA.
They accompanied
the community along the way and helped
in the implementation of the project and
the financial reporting. It was a CRC rep-
resentative, Otilia Gonzalez, who, with
CoCoDA, met with a representative of the
Presbyterian Committee on the Self-
Development of People in Louisville, Ken-
tucky back in 2002.

REDES, along with the CRC, were
the first to support the project. Their
involvement was essential, providing all
the technical expertise, doing the survey-
ing and putting together the technical

A community leader in Aguacayo shows a faucet with running water to Alan
Winslow, a member of the Evansville, Indiana Rotary Club and the CoCoDA Board.

description and budget that was used as
the basis to implement the project.

The Presbyterian Committee on the
Self-Development of People saw the
value of this project and believed in this
small community’s ability to see the pro-
ject through from beginning to end. Their
contribution opened up other doors and
encouraged Aguacayo and their friends
to continue the fundraising efforts.

The community, the CRC and
CoCoDA then approached Mr. Isaias
Sandoval, the Mayor of the municipality

(continued on p. 2)
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of Suchitoto where Aguacayo is located.
All of us involved in the project felt pres-
sure because the Presbyterian grant
meant we could get a good start on the
project, but the funds were not nearly
enough to complete it. The Mayor realized
the importance of the contribution and
decided to add to the effort by fully fund-
ing all the electrical installation required to
run the water pump. This may sound as
something small, unless you know how
hard and expensive it was to bring the
electrical line from the main road to where
the pump is located, down in the ravine.

Up to this point, we could guarantee
only that there would be water in the com-
munity. The idea, had we stopped there,
was to set up 2 or 3 communal faucets in
the community where people could go
with their water jugs and get water instead
of having to go to the ravine. This was
what we called Phase 1, which was to
guarantee availability of water inside the
community.

Phase 2 began in a meeting we had
with several members of 3 Rotary Clubs
in Indiana: Greencastle, Jasper and
Evansville. We looked at what we had
and what remained to be done to make
Aguacayo’s dream come true of having
running potable water in each and every
home. At this meeting we decided to take
on Phase 2 with Rotary Clubs around
Indiana. Eventually, 3 more clubs joined:
Brazil, Vincennes and Brownsburg. As the
grant from the Presbyterians was instru-
mental to start this project, so the contri-
butions from the Rotarians were key in
finishing it. We were also successful with
the Evansville Rotary Club to get a
$9,000.00 Matching Grant from Rotary
international (RI) that helped us meet our
fundraising goal.

Aguacayo residents and representatives of cooperating agencies at the inauguration of the Aguacayo water system on July 16, 2005,

The Rotary Club in El Salvador gave
us the support we needed. It is mandato-
ry, in terms of the Rl Matching Grant, to
have the endorsement and the participa-
tion of the local Rotary Club. They were
always available to receive us, hosted
both of CoCoDA’s Rotary delegations in
2004 and 2005, signed and supported the
Rotary Matching Grant and were at our
disposal to help guarantee the success of
this project.

The total price tag of the project was
$79,911.00. Of that amount, Indiana
Rotary Clubs and Rl contributed $19,705,
which funded phase 2 of the project in its
entirety. CoCoDA'’s Revolving Develop-
ment Fund provided financing for the pro-
ject, when the timeline of implementation
in Aguacayo demanded funds, yet the
pledges from contributors had yet to be
received.

The Aguacayo Water Project exem-
plifies the two parts of CoCoDA'’s mission:

1. Coordinating international cooper-
ation for democratic development — “com-
munity to comunidad” — by pulling togeth-
er diverse people and organizations
around a common goal — in this case, the

goal put forth by the residents of Agua-
cayo themselves;

2. Promoting awareness in the Unit-
ed States for more just relations with Latin
America, by introducing Rotarian leaders
in Indiana to the realities of life in rural EI
Salvador, and encouraging friendships
across the barriers of wealth and poverty,
culture and language, privilege and
oppression.

We all learned a lot during these
three long years of work. We now need
to discern how we can best put this expe-
rience and the knowledge we've acquired
to good use — considering how many
other communities there are in El Sal-
vador and other parts of Central America
who still do not have access to safe, clean
water. Also, considering the many ways
the United States and Central America
are mutually invested in each other's
future. Working together on the level of
communities is the best way to ensure
that future is most beneficial for all.

Partners in the Aguacayo Water Project
«Community of Aguacayo
= CRC (Committee for Reconstruction and Socio Economic Development of the Communities of Suchitoto)
« REDES (Salvadoran Foundation for Reconstruction and Development)
« Presbyterian Commitiee on the Self-Development of People
+ Suchitoto Municipal Goverment

* Rotary Club Intemational-and the following Indiana Clubs:
Evansville, Brazil, Greencastle, Vincennes, Jasper & Brownsburg

* San Salvador — Cuscatlan Rotary Club from El Salvador

 CoCoDA (Companion Community Development Altematives)

 The Companionis a publication of Companion
| Community Development Alternativ -
| DA, a501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Tim-
Crouse, editor. Send comments or submissions
*to: cocodaindy@ige.org or CoCaDA, 609 E. 29ih
St., Indianapolis, IN 46205-4160. Telephone:
q17@20v§ﬁ‘3; ‘Fax: 317/920-8649. Website:

- Www.cocoda.org.

Most of CoCoDA's funding comes from indi-
‘vidual members who contribute $25 or more per
year and from CoCo Groups, which are inde-
pendent groups and organizations in the United
States that cooperate with CoCoDA in program

 initiatives. New members and CoCo Groups are
always welcome.
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Parishioners make first visit in a decade to Valle Nuevo-Santa Marta

by Sarah Lewis
St. James Catholic Church
Ferndale, Michigan

he six parishioners who made up the

St. James - CoCoDA delegation to
Santa Marta-Valle Nuevo, Cabaias in
March 2004 arrived amid a flurry of local
and national events. We had the fortune
of traveling to El Salvador during not only
the national presidential elections and
commemoration of the 24th anniversary
of Archbishop Oscar Romero’s assassi-
nation, but also the annual remembrance
of the sad chapter in history when Santa
Marta inhabitants were forced to flee
across the Rio Lempa into neighboring
Honduras. Needless to say, we learned
more than we ever thought possible dur-
ing this 10-day visit, meant to strengthen
St. James’ relationship with its sister
communities in El Salvador.

Our journey came 12 years after the
initial visit of then-St. James pastor Fr.
Robert Wurm and then-Parish Council
President Gerry Pielack to Santa Marta
and Valle Nuevo, shortly after the signing
of the Peace Accords that ended the civil
war in January, 1992. Fr. Wurm and the
St. James community were very cog-
nizant of the difficulties of the people in EI
Salvador, particularly after the war years,
and took advantage of the opportunity to
establish this ongoing relationship.

The “sister community” relationship
between St. James Catholic Church in
Ferndale, Michigan and Santa Marta -
Valle Nuevo in El Salvador was also
meant to help foster international cooper-
ation and brotherhood, accomplished
through financial support and mutual visits.

Over the years, St. James parish-
ioners have raised $19,000 for projects in
the communities — mainly through the
yearly tradition of collecting money in
Lenten banks — and hosted several Sal-
vadoran visitors in Michigan. However,
members of St. James had not visited our
sister communities since 1994. The
members of our delegation wanted to see
first hand what had changed and how we
could renew our relationship.

Several families in Valle Nuevo -
Santa Marta hosted our delegation and
the family of Tomasita Torres prepared all
our meals. Community members shared
their current projects and needs with us

and assisted with our visits to the school,
greenhouse, and clinic. A walking tour of
the “Picacho Land Project” in Valle Nuevo
was a good way to see how St. James’
financial support has contributed to devel-
opment, and it was extremely gratifying to
see the community truck St. James funds
had purchased in 1993 still running!

Itis compelling to witness the value
that the members of our sister communi-
ties place on our relationship and their
relationship with other members of the
international community. The Valle
Nuevo leadership committee, or junta
directiva, is well organized and has clear
goals for the community, both long term
and short term. However, with the lack of
services provided by their own govern-
ment and lack of a viable economy, the
Valle Nuevo community has come to
depend on cooperation from international
organizations to help accomplish these goals.

The members of our sister commu-
nities welcomed us with open arms. We
ate at their tables, slept in their homes,
and were told again and again how much
they appreciate our solidarity. We were
asked many times “When are you coming
back to visit?” They are proud to host
international delegations such as the St.
James group, and we are grateful to be
part of their progress.

Following this positive and informa-
tive journey, my fellow travelers and |
returned to Michigan full of ideas to raise
funds for the final, titling phase of the land
project and for other project ideas. We
are also committed to raising awareness
of life in El Salvador among the people in
the Metro Detroit area.

In addition to fundraising activities at
our parish and in other parishes, we have
been spreading the word through live pre-
sentations and media print stories. We
are certain that our relationship will con-
tinue to grow stronger in the years ahead
and we look forward to seeing our broth-
ers and sisters in El Salvador again. +

Vidalina Morales, resident of Valle Nuevo and delegation coordinator for CoCoDA and ADES (Association for

Economic and Social Development, Santa Marta), looks down the path to St. James parishioner Kara Denyer and
friends as they hike over the Picacho land that St. James and other church groups In the U.S. helped the commu-
nity purchase in 1993, through CoCoDA.

“Running for Land Reform" - Pete Crouse of Orlando, Florioa ran the
Chicago Marathon on October 9, 2005 to raise money for CoCoDA, to
help the community of Valle Nuevo pay legal and survey costs for dis-
tributing its farm land among 167 resident families. This land Incluides
the Picacho property. Eighteen pledgers contributed §1,700. As of
November, 2005, §5,000 remained to be raised fo meet the total
CoCoDA goal of $17,500. Valle Nuevo families are responsible for

paying the cost of their titles, estimated at $58 each.
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A report on the first 18 months of the campaign
by DeAmon Harges

Campaign Co-coordinator

ere we are in the second year of the Communities for Youth Leadership campaign,
H and the key word is progress. We've had two U.S. speaking tours, featuring Rina
Marroquin, a teacher from La Mora, Suchitoto; and Juan Ayala, teacher and Director of
the 10 de Octubre school in Santa Marta, Cabanas.

Three youth and two adults from the Broadway United Methodist Church in Indi-
anapolis, where CoCoDA's office is located, participated on the annual youth delegation
to Santa Marta of the River Road Unitarian Church (MD) in July.

In the first 18 months of the Youth Leadership campaign (May '04 — October '05),
$20,883 in cash contributions were received, and $1,180 of In Kind contributions. The
CoCoDA Development Fund Committee (composed of 7 CoCoDA Board members and
staff) approved $11,760 for 2005 grants to projects, funded by the campaign.

What follows is a description of these activities and projects, made possible with
the participation and support of many -- from Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Indi-
ana, Ohio, DC, lllinois, Michigan -- and, of course, El Salvador. There are more needs
to be met, more youth to support, more dreams to help young people achieve -- and
more people to involve as we all learn together about the injustices youth in the Americ-
as face, and creative ways of overcoming those injustices through cooperation.

Imagine youth from the United States with the ability to communicate with youth
from El Salvador through video and teleconferencing for a one-time investment of less
than $50. Well, students at Northampton High School in Northampton, Massachusetts
and at the Escuela 10 de Octubre in Santa Marta, Cabanas have achieved such a task.

The “Exchange of American Youth” project started with the idea that North Ameri-
can youth from the United States and Central American youth from El Salvador have
conversations relating to language, culture, education, politics, and their future.

The “Technology for All" program, under Larry Medzker of American University,
donated a new computer to the Santa Marta Computer Center to be used for internet
teleconferencing for student-to-student exchanges and other educational purposes. Last
November, with support from the River Road Unitarian Church (Maryland) and CoCoDA,
the Center installed a parabolic antenna to connect to the internet, and it has been work-

ing reliably and effectively. i B B
a Computer Center (2005)

A sample profile (right)
of a Santa Marta stu-
dent, who will partici-

pate in the youth
‘exchange:

Name: Maria Guad-
alupe Rivas Rivera

Age: 19 years

Pastimes: Read, dance,
watch television

Themes | would like to
discuss: Emmigration,
prostitution, sexuallty
Why | want to partici-
pate: Because it s inter-
esting to know another
culture, new people, and
to lean from them.
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Rubén Aleman, a fourth grader in Santa Marta,
Cabaras, is motivated and ambitious about his stud-
ies and his future. His mother wonders if he will
have the chance to study beyond high schaol.

Salvadoran and U.S. students at the Santa Marta
Computer Center during a delegation visit int July ‘05.

A sample profie (below) of a Northampton student
who will participate in the youth exchange:

Nombre; Adam Simin (Name)

Edad: 16 (Age)

Temas favoritas en la escuela; matematicas, espanol
yfisica (Favorite subjects in school: mathematics,
Spanish and physics)

Pasatiempos: corriendo. (Pastimes: running)

Porque estoy interesada en la programa: deseo
applicar el espanol al mundo, y compartir con ofra
cultura. (Why | am interested in the program: | want to
apply Spanish to the world, and share with another
culture)

Que puedo anarir a la programa: Puedo trabajar bien,
y me gusta usar el espanol. Tambien tengo buenos
pensamientos y ideas. (What | can add to the pro-
gram: | work well and like to use Spanish. | also have
good thoughts and ideas.)

g
=

Phto by Dor
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Support for Youth Education
in Suchitoto - 2005 (CRC)
CoCoDA Grant: $4,760

This project provides scholarships
to help youth from rural communities in
the municipality of Suchitoto, Cuscatlan
to attend high school in the town of
Suchitoto. The typical cost for a student
to attend high school is about $400 per
year (tuition, books, uniforms, supplies,
etc.). In addition to these expenses,
youth from distant communities have to
pay transportation costs that can add up
to as much as $200 for the school year.
In 2005, the CRC (Committee for
Reconstruction and Socioeconomic
Development of Communities of
Suchitoto) awarded high school scholar-
ships to 25 youth, averaging $288 per
scholarship. A condition of the program
is that students participate in community
organizing and leadership training with
the CRC.

Students at the Santa Marta high school benefit from
some of the best teaching In the country, including an
excellent computer science program. Building a
scholarship program that would permit Santa Marta
high school graduates to attend the university or
vocational school is an ambitious goal of ADES which
CoCoDA aims to support over the next several years.

Youth Against AIDS (CRC)
CoCoDA Challenge: $2,000

CoCoDA offered to match up to
$2,000 that the CRC might raise from
other sources by December 31, 2005, for
organizing youth from Suchitoto in peer
education regarding HIV-AIDS preven-
tion, sex education and responsibility, and
gender relations among adolescents.

Some of the 25 students from rural communtties of Suchitoto, £ Salvador who received youth leadership scholar-
ships from the CRC to attend high school in 2005, Scholarship recipients must maintain good grades and partici-
pate In leadership training workshops that encourage involvement in the life and welfare of their communities.
CoCoDA is the main contributor to this program.

High School and University Education
for Santa Marta Youth - 2005 (ADES)
CoCoDA Grant: $5,000

This project aims to maintain uninterrupted high school classes at the 10 de
Octubre school in Santa Marta, Cabanas, and to provide scholarships for Santa Marta’'s
high school graduates to attend the University of El Salvador (UES) in San Salvador.
The Santa Marta high school is accredited by the government for pre-school through
high school, but only receives state funding for classes up to ninth grade. Two of the
high school teachers are from the community. In 2005, 118 students attended the
Santa Marta High School, 49 of whom graduate in November. ADES (the Association
for Economic and Social Development) also provided financial assistance to nine
Santa Marta ‘04 graduates for individual expenses at the UES (tuition, supplies, trans-
portation, food, etc.), as well as rent and living expenses at a group house in San Sal-
vador. University costs per student average $585 per year, plus costs of the group
house, which will be about $9,600 in 2005. Building a scholarship program adequate to
meet the higher education ambitions of many deserving Santa Marta youth is a major
challenge now facing ADES, and a focus of CoCoDA'’s Youth Leadership campaign.

Communities for Youth Leadership Campaign Contributors

September ‘04 - October ‘05

Underwriters: Nancy & Ed Murphy (NY); Barbara & Stephen Peterson Family (MD); Michael Snodgrass (IN):
Don Chery (MD); St. Luke's Church (NY)

Other contributors: River Road Unitarian Church (MD); Dumbarton United Methodist Church (MD); Portage
Area Coalition for Sanctuary (OH); Patchwork Central (IN); Greencastie-DePauw CoCo (IN); Latin America
Parents Association (MD); Phyllis Donahue (IN); Mary MacGregor (IN); Columbus Peace Fellowship (IN);
Frankiin County High School (IN); St. Mary Catholic Church (IN): Hank Abrashkin (MA); Gena Krueger (OH);
Lynn Adkins & John Moffett (OH); Mark & Louise Stahnke (IL); Pamela Takes and C. Strzalkowski (MI);
Francie Hubbard (IN)
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Thoughts after El Salvador

by Olivia Buzek, 16 years old
International Parnters-CoCoDA
Delegation to Corozal, Suchitoto
R eturning from El Salvador means
back to electricity, running water, and
what | now see as the luxury of my every-
day life. When our truck pulled into
Corozal, all the villagers stood, dressed in
their finest clothes, closely watching our
team of teen delegates, while waiting to
greet us warmly. On the side of this small
field was the start of a cinder block struc-
ture, the future pre-school and community
building. Our job looked intimidating.
Could we help build an entire building in
two weeks? It didn't seem possible.

The lives of these people were not
nearly as privileged as the poorest people
here in Washington, D.C. Yet, my family
happily shared what they had. In the
small three-room house, three of us lived
with Bernardina, her two sons Wilmer and
Fran, her brother-in-law Angel, and her
mother-in-law, who asked us to call her
Abuelita (little grandmother). The rooms
were all well used: one for the kitchen,
one for TV, radio, and three beds, and in
the other slept Angel and Abuelita. When
we arrived, they immediately cleared a
space for us to sleep in the main room,
despite having barely room for themselves.

One afternoon, Bernardina's daugh-
ter and grandchildren came to visit. Tiny
Marco was a fierce but adorable two year
old. He crawled around calling, “Pio, pio,
pio,” like a little chicken. It felt good to
know that someday, when he was old
enough, he'd be able to attend this
preschool right here in his village that we
were helping build. It made me very glad
to know that we were helping to make
education possible for him and the gener-
ations to come.

| met lots of kids like Marco once |
started translating for International Part-
ners (IP) leader Pam Williams and the
students in our demonstration pre-school.
They were so excited to be in school.
Their eyes shone whenever they were
singing a song, drawing, or even just
reading. The best part was when we
blew soap bubbles and the delighted kids
would toddle about, trying to pop each
and every one.

Every day a couple of us went into
the milpa (the fields) to help out. The day
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IP-CoCoDA delegation participants with kids in the
rural community of Corozal, Cuscatian last July.

| went, | quickly figured out why they rec-
ommended wearing long pants and
sleeves. After spending the morning
brushing through corn plants to put fertil-
izer down, my legs looked like they had
been through a blender. | couldn't
believe that after all their hard work, the
families only raised enough to eat, and if
their crop year was good, perhaps $300
from selling their surplus. Yet day after
day, the men trudged out to the milpa,
working in the hot sun, because it was
the only way to make sure that they could
feed their families.

The best thing | learned was how to
make Salvadoran tortillas. Betty was one
of our cooks, and when | worked in the
kitchen, | was determined to get her to
teach me. Atfirst, their response to any
of our pleads to help was “No, no, sit
down!" Before long, we convinced them
to let us help, and by the time dinner
came around, my tortillas were round and
flat. Betty was very proud.

Suddenly, the trip was over, and |
felt sad. | had gotten to know and care

International Partners (IP)

The mission of IP, a volunteer pro-
Jject of the Washington Ethical Society, is
to support local leaders working for com-
munity development in poor countries.
This summer IP sent 52 delegates to EI
Salvador where they lived and worked
building schools in 3 communities, provid-
ed dental care in 3, trained and supplied
community health promoters for the CRC
around Suchitoto, and led teacher training
workshops. CoCoDA has coordinated IP
Yyouth delegations to communities of
Suchitoto the past three years. IP has
contributed over $23,000 to CoCoDA for
Pprojects relating to these delegations.

about these people, and now | might
never see them again. | would miss
spending my days with them, talking to
Abuelita about her chickens, listening to
Bernardina tell her story of the war, help-
ing Wilmer learn English. Bernardina
cried hard as she hugged us good-bye,
telling us that she didn't want us to leave.
| didn't want to leave either. | loved being
there, despite the bugs, heat, and sick-
ness. The people were all so kind to us,
even though they had never met us.
Though we left them with a nearly com-
pleted building and the funds to finish it, |
still felt like we hadn't done enough.
What | will remember most is how
absolutely amazing, each and every one
these people were. | am very pleased
and proud that we might have made their
lives a little better. +

CoCoDA’s coordinators for the Corozal
delegation were Daniela Fonkatz and
Amos Rodriguez, with local CRC coor-
dianator Felix Vdsquez. IP raised
$9,975 for the contruction project.

The delegation funded and helped build a multipurpose center in Corozal, which will also house a pre-school,
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RRUC-CoCoDA Delegation to
Santa Marta July, 2005

Improvements to a child care center
was the service project of this year's
Youth/Adult Delegation to Santa Marta,
Cabaiias, organized by the Latin America
Taskforce Network of the River Road Uni-
tarian Church (RRUC) in Bethesda, Mary-
land. They contributed $3,000 to the pro-
ject. Two adults and three youth from
Indianapolis, sponsored by members of
the Broadway United Methodist Church,
joined nine from RRUC on this year’s trip.

During the visit to Santa Marta, one
teen participant commented, “For me, this
was the best day yet of the whole trip.
We didn’t work at all, but instead spent
the day with youth our ages, trying to con-
verse in both English and Spanish.” Ivan
Villasboa and Elizabeth Hubley were
CoCoDA coordinators; Vidalina Morales
and Leticia Membrefio were local coordi-
nators from the NGO ADES.

Humanitarian Award

At their annual Fiesta! fundraising
event on April 26, 2005, the River Road
Unitarian Church Latin America Taskforce
Network (RRUC-LATN) in Bethesda,
Maryland awarded CoCoDA Director Tim
Crouse with their Humanitarian of the
Year Award. The recognition is awarded
to an individual each year.

Members of RRUC-LATN and Tim
have worked together on Central Ameri-
ca-related issues, particularly with the
repatriated community of Santa Marta,
Cabanas, since the 1980s. RRUC-LATN
has been a leading CoCo Group (grass-
roots partner) with CoCoDA since its
founding in 1992, contributing more than
$80,000 to projects in El Salvador, and
investing more than $65,000 in visits to
‘Santa Marta with CoCoDA, especially
involving youth. Several have become
CoCoDA delegation coordinators.

Photo by DeAman Harges (2005)

Members of the CoCoDA-RRUC delegaion with local
coordinator Leticia Membrerio (third from left) getting
ready for a soccer game with local youth.

Radio Victoria Extends
Broadcast Reach

The community radio station Radio
Victoria, located in Cabafas, extended its
broadcast reach in late 2004 by purchas-
ing a plot of land high on a hill near the
provincial capital of Sensuntepeque.
With much volunteer effort from youth
who work at the radio, they installed a
high-frequency tower, built a retention
wall, a fence, and a storage house for
their transmitter. Radio Victoria has long
suffered lightning strikes that burn out
their transmitters. This new location is
near several taller cell phone towers,
which they hope will help protect their
equipment from lightening.

The total project budget was
$24,350. CoCoDA served as fiscal agent
for part of Radio Victoria's fundraising in
the U.S. for the projectm, receiving a total
of $4,280 from 21 contributors. Of that
amount, $3,672 went to the project, $367
(10%) for CoCoDA administration, and
$200 for five months of payments owed
by the Radio on the mortgage of the
Radio Victoria property. About $40
remains in the CoCoDA’s Radio Victoria
account. The mortgage on the property
should be paid off in 2006. Plans are set
for an alternative media conference to be
hosted by Radio Victoria in the communi-
ty of Santa Marta in December, 2005.

CRC: Comité para la Reconstruccion y el Desarrollo Socioecondmico

REDES: Fundacion Salvadorea para la Reconstruccion y el Desarrolio

Term 2005 in Suchitoto

DePauw University sent their sixth
team of students, faculty and medical pro-
fessionals to El Salvador with CoCoDA
last January. The construction team con-
tinued work on the Mariposa Cultural
Center, and attended the second annual
Festival de Guazapa held at the Center.
The health team worked with community
health workers to provide free health ser-
vices to residents in communities
throughout the area. Ivan Villasbéa, Eliz-
abeth Hubley and Daniela Fonkatz were
CoCoDA coordinators; Félix Vasquez
was CRC coordinator.

100-Mile Walk for Youth

Bernie Whitton and Ivan Villasbéa of
Indianapolis will walk 100 miles from Indi-
anapolis to Louisville, Kentucky to support
CoCoDA's Youth Leadership campaign.
Their hike is planned for the weekend of
March 24, 2006 and will raise money for
education and training opportunities for
youth in rural Salvadoran communities.

Moises Gets Heart Operation

Moises Alcides Garcia Gutierrez, a
sixth grader from Mazatepeque, Cus-
catlan received heart valve replacement
surgery in El Salvador in November,
2004, thanks to $5,530 raised by friends
of CoCoDA and the CRC. The surgery
was successful, but he will have to take
medication (Guarifina) the rest of his life.
Presently, friends are helping Moises’
family get medicine.

Moises Garcia at home in Mazatepeque, Cuscatldn
with CoCoDA staffperson Ivén Villasbéa.
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Voo Durocm Columbus Youth Camp
San Mateo, California
Columbus, Indiana

Kk N. Fosnauos, CPA.
Indianapolis, Indiana

MacarENA Gomiz- Barwis

Santa Cruz,Califoria Hosted by the Columbus Peace Fellowship

G KRUEGER
“Toledo. Ohio

Spuwy S Enjoy a Spring weekend in the forested hills of
i South Central Indiana with others who are taking action,
“community to comunidad”, to make the world a better place.

St Paul. Minnesota |

ALAN WiNsLOW
Evansville, Indiana

sare Cost: $50 (covers food & lodging)

ALFONSO RIVAS
IvaN J. M, VILLASEOA

i For more info: cocodaindy @igc.org ¢ 317/920-8643
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